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EMBO recognizes talented
young group leaders in Europe

EMBO Young
Investigators
2009

Ménica Bettencourt-Dias
Cedric Blanpain
Alan Carleton
Daniel Gerlich
Casper Hoogenraad
Luca Jovine

Adele Marston
Sophie Martin
Patrick Meraldi

M. Madan Babu
Duncan Odom
Simona Polo
Romeo Ricci
Botond Roska
Gerhard Schratt
Rotem Sorek
Tobias Walther

Heidelberg, GERMANY,

4 November 2009 — The European
Molecular Biology Organization
(EMBO) announced today this year’s
selection of 17 of Europe’s most
talented young researchers as
EMBO Young Investigators.

Set up ten years ago, the
programme identifies some of
Europe’s most promising and
creative young life scientists. They
will receive academic, practical and
financial help from EMBO in the
crucial years of their scientific
careers — as they set up their first
independent research laboratories
and develop reputations in the
scientific community.

This year, the programme
received 123 applications. The new
EMBO Young Investigators work in
nine different countries, their
average age is 36 years and four of
them are women.

“The EMBO Young Investigators
Programme offers a level of
distinction for young researchers that
is hard to find at this stage of their
life science careers,” says Gerlind
Wallon, EMBO Deputy Director and
manager of the Young Investigator
Programme. “The recognition will

help them consolidate their first
independent teams and facilitate
their contributions to European
research.”

Selected by EMBO Members for
the high standard of their research,
these 17 young group leaders join
the network of around 230 scientists.
As part of this group, they will benefit
from a range of activities including a
mentorship programme, laboratory
management courses, non-scientific
skills training as well as PhD
courses for their students. The
increasing size of this network also
enables them to organize
specialized meetings in diverse
fields of molecular biology and to
start new collaborations.

EMBO Young Investigators
receive 15,000 euro per year directly
from the member state where their
laboratories are located. Additional
support is provided by EMBO for
networking activities and small
research projects in their
laboratories.

The next application deadline for
the EMBO Young Investigator
Programme is 1 April 2010. More
information can be found at
http://www.embo.org/yip/index.html.
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About EMBO

The European Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO) promotes excellence in molecular life
sciences in Europe by recognizing and fostering talented scientists. Since 1964, leading
scientists are elected annually to become EMBO Members based on proven excellence in
research. Members number more than 1,400 today. Fifty-two scientists from the EMBO
membership have received the Nobel Prize.

Leading peer-reviewed journals — The EMBO Journal, EMBO reports and Molecular Systems
Biology — span a broad spectrum of topics of molecular biology and reflect how science is
shaping the world. A new journal, EMBO Molecular Medicine, publishes original research
offering molecular insight into the cellular and systemic processes underlying human disease.

EMBO funding, training and networking activities impact thousands of scientists every year,
promoting collaboration in all areas of molecular biology — within its 27 member states, in

Europe and neighbouring countries, and worldwide.

For more information: www.embo.org
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